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As only the last two of these pertain to the character of the present work they alone will be discussed here.
36.    Agreements Which Oan Not Be Performed within One Year.    The English statute provides  that "no action shall be brought whereby to charge any person upon any agreement that is not to be performed within the space of one year from  the  making  thereof,   unless the   agreement   upon which such action shall be brought, or some  memorandum or note thereof, shall be in writing and signed  by the party to be charged therewith, or some other person thereunto by him lawfully authorized/'    That is to say, contracts which can not be performed within one year from the date thereof must be in writing.    This is construed as meaning that the necessity for a written contract only holds when the performance within one year is demonstrably impossible.    If by any  possibility it may be fully performed within one year, an oral contract is valid.
Thus a contract for a year's service, to be entered upon at a future time, can not be performed within one year, and hence must be in writing. Or in the absence of n written contract to this effect an oral agreement can not be enforced, and either party is at liberty to annul the contract at pleasure. Where services have been rendered, however, under an oral contract which by this clause ought to have been in writing, the party benefited must pay for them.
Thus, also, a contract for the carrying out of any engineering construction, if it plainly can not be completed within one year, is not binding, unless it he in writing.
37.    Contracts of Sale Where the Value Is More
than $50. Another clause in the name original Rn^lish .statute reads as follows: "No contract for the .sale of any jrood.s, wares or merchandise, for the price of ten pounds sterling or upwards, shall be allowed to be good; except the buyer shall accept part of the goods so Hold, and actually receive the same,